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German arms export policy 

Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other 
Military Equipment:

▪ Emphasis on the criteria „Human Rights“
Respect for human rights in the country of destination and end-use 
will be given particular weight in decisions on exports of war 
weapons and other military equipment

Licences for exports of war weapons and other military equipment 
are generally not granted if there is sufficient suspicion that they will 
be used for internal repression ... or other persistent and systematic 
human rights violations

Own translation, Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other Military Equipment, 
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Downloads/P-R/politische-grundsaetze-fuer-den-export-von-kriegswaffen-und-sonstigen-
ruestungsguetern.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4 



German arms export policy 

Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other 
Military Equipment:

▪ Differentiation by recipient country

EU, NATO and NATO-equivalent countries Third countries

Arms exports to these countries are in 
principle not to be restricted unless a 
restriction is necessary in individual cases 
for special political reasons.

→ Restriction in individual cases

The export of war weapons is not licensed 
unless special foreign or security policy 
interests argue in favor of a license in an 
individual case.

→ Export license in individual cases

Own translation, Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other Military Equipment, 
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Downloads/P-R/politische-grundsaetze-fuer-den-export-von-kriegswaffen-und-sonstigen-
ruestungsguetern.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4 



German arms export policy 

Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other 
Military Equipment:

▪ Differentiation by recipient country: third countries
The export of war weapons is not authorized in countries, 

- that are involved in armed conflict or where there is a threat of 
armed conflict, 

- where there is a threat of armed conflict or where exports would 
cause, maintain or exacerbate existing tensions and conflicts

Own translation, Political Principles for the Export of War Weapons and Other Military Equipment, 
https://www.bmwi.de/Redaktion/DE/Downloads/P-R/politische-grundsaetze-fuer-den-export-von-kriegswaffen-und-sonstigen-
ruestungsguetern.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=4 



German arms export policy 

2019: Main recipient countries: 
total: 8,015 billion € 2018: Algeria (1), Saudi Arabia (4), 
third states: 3,53 billion € Pakistan (7) and India (12)
44.1 % 2019: Hungary (1), Egypt (2), Qatar, Algeria

United Arab Emirates (among top 10) 

Value of export licenses (2008-2018)



German arms export policy 

2019 (until Nov. 2019): 2018:
total: 59,6 Mio. € parts for machine guns for India, Oman, United 
third states: 342.243 € Arab Emirates 
0,5 % 2019:

parts for machine guns for Oman

Value of export licences for small arms (2008-2018)





„Yemen – Made in Germany“



„Prohibit lethal exports!“



26th of February

Day of action

against arms trade 

– 26th of February

2012, 2013, 2014, 

2016



Thank you for your attention!
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