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• Total $420 b.
• Excluding China



 States must assess the potential that arms exported:

• Contribute to or undermine peace and security; provoke, 
prolong or aggravate armed conflict or tensions; facilitate 
international aggression

• Could be used in or facilitate serious violations of 
international humanitarian or human rights law, repression, 
terrorism, organized crime

• EU: Compatibility of the military technology with the 
technical/economic capacity of the recipient country

Concerns about arms trade: Arms Trade Treaty 
an EU rules



• Risk/benefit assessments and decisions made by individual 
states (except UN arms embargoes)

• Great diversity in outcomes

• Building political relations

• Strengthening allies and improving interoperability

• Deterring or defeating aggressive governments/terrorists

• Sustaining ’strategic’ national arms industry

• Export revenues and jobs

Deciding about arms exports



• Estimated financial value of international arms trade in 
2017 was at least USD 95 billion

Is the arms trade big business?
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